In the Fight without Sword or Shield
After arguing with National, Regional and Council representatives over the supposed lack of trained leaders in our council, I am now confronted with the bare true fact that less than 20% of the unit leaders in the Pee Dee Area Council, are trained, less than 20% of leaders with direct contact with youth, are current on their Youth Protection.

I here with apologize to all those I argued with trying to defend our leaders, and acknowledge that our training is actually worse than projected by the National Office.

If your unit leaders are not Youth Protection Certified, the unit leader and his Charter organization are at the very real risk of facing a law suit.  To that end the National office has implemented a new policy for leaders submitting an application, i.e. no leadership application will be accepted without proof of youth protection being up to date.
Why would you enter a battle without your sword and your shield? Do our youth not deserve the best trained leaders they can get?  Would you send your son to a school without qualified teachers? Or take them to an untrained doctor or surgeon? 

From the depths of my heart I thank you for standing up and making the difference in the lives of the youth of our Council.  Will you take the challenge to become the best leader you can be, for you and your unit?

Training is available, the majority can be found online, and only takes a little time to complete. Links to these trainings may be found on the Council web site.  Additionally most of the Districts have a training team for additional training courses, and the Council hosts training throughout the year.

Be prepared!!! Bring your shield and weapons to the battle for our youth.
“We never fail when we try to do our duty, we always fail when we neglect to do it.” 
 “In Scouting, a boy is encouraged to educate himself instead of being instructed.”

 “There is no teaching to compare with example.”
“Success in training the boy depends largely on the Scoutmaster's own personal example.”

Robert Baden-Powell
Yours in Scouting
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Christopher W. Taylor, PDAC Training Chairman

P.S. Outdoor Leader Skills will be Sept 17-19, and Wood Badge in late spring 2011

